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Creative Industries Analysis – Networking Report 
 

Networking is defined as “A group of people who exchange information and contacts for 
professional or social purposes.” (Oxford, 2018). The process of networking is key to success 
in the creative industries. It is widely accepted, especially in the music industry, that a large 
amount of the opportunities presented to us are down to who we know and the impression 
we make. Industry bodies recognise the importance of this process and put on regular 
industry specific networking events to promote the process. 
 
There are many reasons to attend these events. For example, at the WideDays event, held 
annually in Edinburgh, there are many guest speakers. 2018’s guest list included 
representatives from BBC Radio Scotland, Decca Records, International Talent Booking, PRS 
Foundation and Creative Scotland to name a few (WideDays 2018). The wide range of 
organisations present will have given delegates information on a huge range of subjects, 
including; getting more airtime on national radio, how to make sure royalties are paid, ways 
to secure funding, ways to get seen on the world stage and how to secure funding and support 
from a national body. Regardless of the sector you are working in, events such as WideDays 
provide useful - perhaps crucial - industry insight to assist in the growth and success of you or 
your business.  
 
There are normally a whole host of activities that take place at networking events. Take the 
annual event - XpoNorth in Inverness - as an example. At 2018’s event, there was conventions 
on how to develop your skills and grow your career in the industries and opportunities to 
have one-to-one sessions with an expert of your choice. In addition to this, there was also a 
session on how to adjust your music business model to increase revenue, along with an 
informal listening session to allow up and coming artists/producers to gain feedback on their 
material from industry experts. Along with these conventions, there was also gigs held at 
venues throughout Inverness, showcasing the immense up and coming talent from Scotland 
and further afield, including Noah Noah and Apache Darling to name a few (XpoNorth, 2018). 
These showcases allow these bands to get noticed by record labels, along with potentially 
gaining more income through streaming and album sales. It also allows record companies to 
sign new artists, and to possibly explore and expand into new genres of music.  
 
As previously mentioned, the potential outcomes of events such as WideDays and XpoNorth 
are huge. Personally, I aspire to work as a Front of House or Monitor engineer for large bands, 
and attending one of these events will give me knowledge on how to make a better 
impression and sell myself to potential clients, as well as furthering my knowledge through 
attending seminars with industry professionals. Furthermore, quite often at large scale 
national or international networking events, there tend to be delegates from a variety of 
backgrounds, if one researches any delegates beforehand, one may then ‘come across’ a 
representative of a large AV hire firm, venue manager or a band manager who may be looking 
for FOH/Monitor engineers, or even an assistant. This may have the potential outcome of a 
foot up into the live industry for me, and could potentially bring me closer to my aspiration 
of working for a large touring band. 
 
Personally, I believe the purpose of networking is to start and nourish purposeful and 
productive professional relationships. If you live life by that ethos, employers tend to think of 
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you highly. I have found that if one is motivated, with a clear aim, contacts that have been 
made through networking will likely assist you. Thus far in my relatively short career (circa 3 
years) I have found that good relationships help in multiple ways. One of the first contacts I 
had in the industry ran his own audio hire company. I helped him out around the warehouse 
and loading vans, along with doing the occasional pub gig. Due to how busy they were at the 
time, I ended up going out to gigs with 300 or so people fairly frequently, and that experience 
proved invaluable both in respect to things I picked up and would do again and things I saw 
or heard and would steer clear of in the future. One of the other benefits of this relationship 
is that, through various gigs I have done with this company, I have met venue managers and 
as such I am now a substitute FOH engineer at a small venue in my local town. Another huge 
benefit of this relationship is that I get offered old kit or kit that is surplus to requirement, 
usually at less than 50% of what would be charged to any other customer, and this allowed 
me to purchase my own PA system and the age of 17. This relationship has shown me a 
handful of the many ways that I can benefit from networking with the right people, as well as 
cementing that networking is invaluable in our industry, and is something I intend to continue 
to do. 
 
To conclude, there are many advantages to networking, and it continues to play a huge role 
in the industry. Since I started writing this report, through a show I’m doing sound for, I have 
been offered work with an AV company called Live Earth UK Ltd, who run sound and lighting 
for Scocha, among other bands and festivals. The guys at LE have said that they’d like to have 
me out on festivals next year, driving smaller stages. This is a perfect example of how knowing 
the right people in the industry can really help you work your way up to bigger and bigger 
events. As I say; networking is key. 
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